The polymorphism of the immunoglobulin heavy chain switch region gene in IgA nephropathy, Henoch-Schönlein nephritis and idiopathic nephrotic syndrome.
It is well known genetic predisposition may play an important role in the pathogenesis of renal diseases. Recently, there has been some controversy about the possible role of the polymorphism of the immunoglobulin heavy chain switch region gene. We have studied this gene by SstI restriction fragment length polymorphisms using DNA from 41 children with IgA nephropathy, 44 with Henoch-Schönlein nephritis and 60 with idiopathic nephrotic syndrome. There was no association of specific genotype with these diseases, in contrast to previous reports. These results are probably due to the differing genetic background of Japanese and Caucasoid patients as far as the switch region is concerned; no switch region genotype constitutes a genetic risk factor for the Japanese in these diseases.